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You are not just our daughter-in-law,
You are truly our daughter by heart.
Your warmth, grace, and caring nature

bring happiness to our family every day.

Wishing you a very beautiful birthday
and a year filled with success, smiles,

good health, and endless blessings.

o

May all your dreams come true. %
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Cambridge to accept
CBSE Class 12 for admission

Mumbai: The University of
Cambridge has confirmed that
it will consider India’s CBSE
Class 12 qualification for entry to
selected undergraduate courses,
in a move widely seen as a
breakthrough for Indian school
students aspiring to study at one
of the world’s most prestigious
universities.

The announcement was
made during a high-level visit
to India by a senior Cambridge
delegation, part of a wider effort
to strengthen the institution’s
academic, research and cultural
engagement with the country.
University officials said the
change would make it easier
for bright students educated
under the Central Board of
Secondary Education system
to apply directly, subject to
course-specific conditions and
high academic performance.

Until now, most Indian

applicants to Cambridge have
come through international
pathways such as A-levels or
the International Baccalaureate.
The recognition of CBSE marks
a shift towards acknowledging
national curricula more formally,
reflecting both the
scale of India’s
education system and
the growing demand
among Indian students
for access to elite
global universities.
School leaders
and counsellors
have welcomed
the development,
describing it as a
positive signal for
students who choose
to remain within the
Indian board system. Sunayana
Awasthi, principal of Kanakia
International School, said the
announcement would give pupils

Viral Local Train
Videos and Social Issues
hath

in B

oy

more confidence about their
prospects abroad. “It opens up
an additional route for capable
students and sends a message
that their academic background
is being taken seriously,” she
said.

Among students, the news has
generated a mix of excitement
and cautious optimism. A Class
11 CBSE student in Delhi said

the decision made Cambridge
feel more attainable than before.
“Earlier, it always seemed that
only IB or A-level students had
a realistic chance. Now it feels
like CBSE students can also aim
high, even if the competition will
still be tough,” the
student said.
Speaking during
| the visit, Cambridge
Vice-Chancellor
Professor Deborah
Prentice said the
university was keen
to build deeper
and more dynamic
partnerships in India.
She described the
move as part of a
broader strategy to
engage with India’s
expanding knowledge economy
and pool of talented young
people. “We are delighted
to build on the strong and

long-standing links between
Cambridge and India,” she said.
“There is enormous potential
for collaboration in research,
innovation and education.”

A key element of this renewed
engagement is the launch of
the Cambridge—India Centre
for Advanced Studies (CAS).
The new centre is intended to
act as a focal point for joint
research programmes, academic
exchange and policy engagement
between Cambridge and
Indian institutions. University
officials said it would support
interdisciplinary projects
and help connect Cambridge
researchers with India’s growing
innovation ecosystem. Alongside
academic initiatives, Cambridge
has also taken steps to address
the financial barriers that
often prevent Indian students
from applying to top overseas
universities.

A new chapter in economic ties

~ Education first
in a new trade era

.l e = W
Badlapur: Viral Social Media
Videos In January 2026, several
videos related to local train travel
in Badlapur and surrounding
areas went viral on social media.
These videos clearly highlighted
unbearable overcrowding, risky
travel conditions, and a lack of basic
facilities for passengers.
Passenger Safety Concerns
The videos and discussions also
revealed serious safety issues due
to inadequate train frequency,
insufficient platform safety measures,
and poor crowd management, posing
significant risks to daily commuters.
Social Inequality and Discrimination
Some videos and online discussions
indicated that residents of
suburban areas like Badlapur face
discrimination in matters such as
employment, marriage, and social
acceptance. This issue goes beyond
transportation and reflects underlying
social inequality and unequal access
to opportunities. Urbanization
Challenges The viral content

o & AR D

also underscored the limitations
of urbanization in the region.
Small towns on the outskirts of
metropolitan areas often lack proper
infrastructure, affecting not only the
safety of commuters but also the
overall quality of life for residents.

Response from Local
Authorities and Citizen Groups
Following these incidents and viral
videos, local representatives and citizen
organizations demanded an increase
in local train services, improved
connectivity, and stricter measures
for balanced urban development.
Overall Conclusion Points 4 to 7 of
these developments highlight that
the Badlapur—Ambernath region is
facing serious challenges in:

Industrial safety,

Transport management

Urban planning,

Social structure,

These issues collectively point
to urgent attention required from
both the authorities and community
stakeholders.

India, EU unlock mobility for students,

students and young professionals, the
India—European Union Free Trade Agreement
is being presented not merely as a pact but
as a gateway to classrooms,
laboratories and careers across
Europe.

Announced at the 16th
India—EU summit by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and \eﬁ\
European Commission President ! A

professionals

the EU, including education, professional
services and information technology. The
framework also supports student mobility and
.~ post-study work opportunities,
— 7 an issue of growing importance
%) 0 as Indian students look beyond
~  traditional destinations. European

% universities already host tens of
' thousands of Indian students each
year, but the new agreement aims

Ursula von der Leyen, the agreement places
mobility, skills and knowledge exchange at
the centre of a wider economic partnership.
Speaking after the conclusion of negotiations,
the Prime Minister underlined the human
dimension of the deal. “Alongside this
ambitious FTA, we are also creating a new
framework for mobility. This will open up new
opportunities in the EU for Indian students,
workers, and professionals. We have a long-
standing and extensive cooperation in science
and technology. Today, we have decided to
further strengthen these important linkages,”
Modi said. The emphasis on education and
professional movement marks a shift in how
trade agreements are framed. Rather than
focusing only on tariffs and market access, the
India—EU pact links commerce with academic
exchange, research cooperation and the global
circulation of skilled labour.

Education services form part of the services
commitments secured by India under the
agreement. Indian service providers will
gain predictable access to 144 subsectors in

to make movement easier and more structured.
Officials say the pact strengthens cooperation
between higher education institutions and
promotes joint research, particularly in science
and technology.
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India-US Trade Deal

Trump finally gets 'peace' endorsement

from Modi, PM says US President 'vital for glo

New Delhi: Prime Minister a reduced tariff of 18%. Big behalf of the 1.4 billion people
Narendra Modi’s public praise thanks to President Trump on of India for this wonderful
for US President Donald " == announcement. When

Trump after the trade tariff two large economies
announcement has given a and the world’s largest
fresh twist to a long-running democracies work
debate, with India now together, it benefits our
appearing to acknowledge people and unlocks
Trump’s role as a key force immense opportunities
for global peace. for mutually beneficial

Just after the conversation cooperation." "President
between Prime Minister Trump’s leadership is
Narendra Modi and US vital for global peace,
President Donald Trump, PM stability, and prosperity. India
recognised that 'President fully supports his efforts for
Trump’s leadership is vital peace. I look forward to working
for global peace, stability, and closely with him to take our
prosperity. Modi’s remarks partnership to unprecedented
come at a time when Trump heights," PM Modi said on X.
has repeatedly said he deserves US President Donald Trump
global recognition, including had also invited PM Narendra
a Nobel Peace Prize, for his Modi to be part of the “Board
involvement in defusing conflicts of Peace” for bringing peace
worldwide, including tensions to Gaza. But India stayed
between India and Pakistan. away from the initiative. By

In a statement on X, PM Modi publicly backing Trump’s peace
said: "Wonderful to speak with credentials, India has, for the first
my dear friend President Trump time, appeared to align itself with

Modi’s remarks

signal a shift

After speaking to Trump,
Prime Minister Modi said
the US President’s leadership
was vital for global peace,
stability, and prosperity,
and that India fully supports
his efforts for peace. The
comment stood out because
New Delhi has traditionally
avoided any comment on
President Trump's role in
global peace, especially those

CBSE Launches Psycho-Social

Counselling Support to Help Students
Cope with Exam Stress

New Delhi: The Central
Board of Secondary Education
(CBSE) has launched Psycho-
Social Counselling Support
for Students to help Class 10
and Class 12 students deal with
examination-related stress and
mental pressure.
The initiative
is being seen §§
as a significant &
step towards g
strengthening i
students’ mental
health and emotional well-
being.

According to CBSE, the first
phase of the free counselling
services will continue until June
1 this year. During this period,
students appearing for the
board examinations will receive
professional psychological and
emotional guidance from trained
experts.

The primary objective of this
initiative is to reduce anxiety, fear,
and stress commonly experienced
by students during examinations,
enabling them to approach
the board exams beginning

confidence, emotional balance,
and mental clarity.

CBSE officials stated that
in today’s highly competitive
academic environment,
examination stress has emerged
as a serious concern. This
counselling support
aims not only to
= assist students in
managing exam
pressure but also
to help them
* understand their
emotions and develop a positive
and resilient mindset. Through
this psycho-social counselling
programme, students will receive
guidance on stress management,
time management, confidence
building, and emotional stability.
The Board believes that mentally
healthy students are better
equipped to perform well
academically.

Education experts have
welcomed CBSE’s initiative,
describing it as a timely and
necessary measure that supports
students’ holistic development
and promotes mental well-being

today. Delighted that Made in
India products will now have

involving Pakistan.

Trump’s own narrative of being
a global peace broker.

from February 17 with greater

alongside academic excellence.

President’s Address 2026: Policy,
Vision and the Road to a Developed India

New Delhi: Today In India’s
parliamentary democratic tradition, the
President’s Address holds a position
of great constitutional significance. It
is not merely a ceremonial statement,
but an official document outlining the
policy direction, priorities, and future
roadmap of the Union Government.
In this context, President Droupadi
Murmu addressed the joint sitting
of both Houses of Parliament at the
commencement of the Budget Session
2026-27.

The Address was delivered under
Article 87 of the Constitution, which
mandates that at the beginning of
each annual session of Parliament,
the policies and programmes
of the government shall be
placed before the Legislature.
Vision of a Developed India In her
latest Address, President Droupadi
Murmu described the year 2026
as a decisive milestone on India’s
journey towards becoming a
“Developed India.” She stated that the
government’s objective is not limited

to economic growth alone, but extends
to building a strong nation through
social justice, inclusive development,
and institutional strengthening.

The President emphasized that
development acquires true meaning
only when its benefits reach the last

—

person standing in society, reflecting
the core spirit of Indian democracy.

Economic Progress and
Infrastructure The Address elaborated
on the strength of India’s economy.
The President noted that India is
currently among the fastest-growing
major economies in the world. She
identified infrastructure development,
modern transport networks, digital

connectivity, and expansion of the
manufacturing sector as the backbone
of economic progress. Structural
reforms, an investment-friendly
environment, and the “Atmanirbhar
Bharat” initiative were highlighted
as foundations of economic stability
and long-term growth.

Social Justice and Inclusive
Development Social justice was
underscored as a central priority of
the government. The President stated
that the poor, farmers, women, youth,
and marginalized sections remain at
the core of government policies.

She reiterated the government’s
commitment to empowering
vulnerable sections through initiatives
related to health, housing, sanitation,
nutrition, and social security, with the
aim of ensuring a dignified life for all
citizens. Special Emphasis on Women
Empowerment President Droupadi
Murmu placed special emphasis on
women empowerment, describing it
as an essential condition for national
development.
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