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Previous Papers
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BMC records highest-
ever property tax collection
of Rs 7,610 crore

Mumbai - Property tax
continues to remain BMC’s most
stable and dependable revenue
stream, directly impacting the
quality of civic services—from road
maintenance and waste management
to healthcare and infrastructure
upgrades across Mumbai.

The Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) has scripted a
new milestone in its financial
performance, recording its
highest-ever property tax
collection in the financial year
2025-26. The civic body has
collected Rs 7,610.90 crore,
surpassing its revised target
of Rs 7,341 crore and setting
a historic benchmark in its
revenue generation.

This achievement marks
the first time in BMC’s hlstory
that property tax collections
have crossed the Rs 7,600 crore
mark—an indicator of both
improved compliance and sustained
administrative efforts. Notably,
March 31, 2026 alone saw a
single-day collection of Rs 399.74
crore, underlining the year-end
surge driven by focused recovery
drives.

Municipal Commissioner
Ashwini Bhide lauded the tax
assessment and collection department
for its consistent efforts, calling

the feat a result of “dedication,
discipline, and systematic execution".
Officials said the performance
gains significance given that
the department simultaneously
handled responsibilities linked to
civic election processes during
the year.

Property tax continues to remain
BMC’s most stable and dependable

revenue stream, directly impacting
the quality of civic services—from
road maintenance and waste
management to healthcare and
infrastructure upgrades across
Mumbai. The record collection is
expected to further strengthen the
civic body’s capacity to fund key
urban projects.

Senior officials, including
Additional Municipal Commissioner
Ashwini Joshi and Joint
Commissioner Vishwas Shankarwar,
led a multi-pronged strategy to boost
collections. This included sustained

public awareness campaigns,
keeping civic facilitation centres
open on weekends and public
holidays, and enhancing digital
payment systems to make tax
payment seamless.

A key focus area was also the
recovery of arrears from major
defaulters, with targeted follow-
ups significantly contributing
to the overall figures.
Additionally, the
introduction of more
citizen-friendly payment
options encouraged
timely compliance. From
a ward-wise perspective,
the highest collections
came from K East (Rs
719.23 crore), followed

B by G South (Rs 670.64
crore) and K West (Rs 622.16 crore),
reflecting strong contributions
from western suburbs and key
commercial zones. Overall, BMC
not only achieved 103.68% of its
revised target but also collected
an additional Rs 301.13 crore
through penalties, further boosting
its revenue base.

Officials say the record-breaking
performance underscores a clear shift
towards efficiency, accountability,
and citizen participation—signalling
a stronger financial footing for
India’s richest civic body.

BMC grants
deemed nod to pending
MGL applications

Mumbai - In a comprehensive
directive to all 26 administrative
wards, the BMC has said existing
and pending Mahanagar Gas
Limited (MGL) applications for
PNG connections will be deemed
approved, allowing immediate
commencement of pipeline work
across the city.

Fresh applications will be
cleared within 24 hours for both

=

DLP and non-DLP roads to ensure
rapid infrastructure rollout. For
cases where demand notes have
not yet been issued, MGL may
undertake trench reinstatement
on its own in line with prescribed
guidelines, upon submitting a
performance bank guarantee of
20% of the reinstatement cost. Ifit
opts out, the BMC will recover the
charges and carry out restoration
as per standard norms. A one-time
access charge of "1,000 per
kilometre will be levied for such
new applications. MGL has been
permitted to operate round the
clock, with the pipeline-laying

season extended till June 30, 2026.
The requirement for no- objection
certificates from the Chief Fire
Officer and Traffic Police has
been temporarily relaxed, subject
to submission of a daily work
schedule. Reinstatement charges
have been fixed at Rs.5,000 per
running metre for cement concrete
roads, passages and CC-finished
footpaths, and Rs.3,500 per
running metre for
asphaltroads, paver
blocks and similar
surfaces. Food and
Civil Supplies
Minister Chhagan
Bhujbal said the
government has
waived road
restoration charges
levied by local
bodies and allowed
gas companies to work 24x7. Ina
significant relaxation, firms will
no longer require NOCs from fire
or traffic departments, with PNG
now classified as an essential
service on par with water and
electricity.

The Director of Civil Supplies
has been appointed nodal officer to
coordinate between departments.
The orders will remain in force till
June 30, 2026. Residents and hotel
operators in areas with existing
pipelines can apply through
ration shops and are expected to
receive connections within three
months.

RTO crackdown on
unsafe school buses

Mumbai : Serious lapses in
student transport safety have
come to light during a major
enforcement drive by the Mumbai
Central and Wadala Regional
Transport Offices (RTO) ahead
of the upcoming academic year.
Inspections over the past 30 days
found multiple violations, 1nc1ud1ng
unauthorised vehicles : =
ferrying students, e
absence of mandatory b ;
safety measures, and "
non-compliance with
transport regulations.

Out of 402 school
buses inspected,
authorities penalised 139
vehicles and collected
fines amounting to Rs. 7
lakh. In 28 cases, private
vehicles were found
illegally operating as school buses,
raising significant safety concerns.
Officials also noted violations such
as the absence of female attendants,
missing ‘School Bus’ signboards,
incorrect bus colour schemes, and
lack of valid permits.

The enforcement drive follows

the implementation of the
Maharashtra government’s
School Bus Safety Regulations
(2025), introduced amid ongoing
concerns about student safety.
With the new academic session
approaching, officials said the
findings are particularly alarming

as thousands of students will rely
- =iy R AR

on these services daily.
Authorities have warned school

managements, bus operators, and
vehicle owners to strictly adhere
to safety norms or face stringent
action. “Strict action will be taken
against owners of school buses
found violating the rules, as per

the provisions of the law. The
inspection drive against school
buses will continue. All operators
must follow the rules as this issue
is directly related to the safety of
students,” said Nikhil Salu nk - he,
Deputy Regional Tran - sport
Officer, Mumbai Central. The RTO
has also urged parents to verify
wwa safety features such as
CCTV cameras, GPS
tracking systems, fire
extinguishers, and the
presence of trained staff
before sending their
children to school.

Highlighting a
broader issue, Anil
Garg, President
of the School Bus
Association, said,
“Instead of focusing
only on school buses and authorised
vans, authorities should also take
action against nearly 30,000 illegal
school vans operating in the city.
These vehicles are transporting
students using white number plates
and many of them reportedly do
not have proper insurance.”

Summer diet essential:

abja Seeds

s the

mercury
rises, finding
natural ways
to keep the
body cool becomes a
priority. While iced teas
and sodas are popular,
traditional Indian
wisdom points toward
a more powerful,
natural alternative:
Sabja seeds (sweet basil
seeds). These tiny black
seeds are more than
just a falooda garnish;
they are nutritional
powerhouses that act
as internal coolants,
making them a summer
essential.

Natural body
coolant: Sabja seeds
are renowned for their
ability to lower body
heat. When soaked in
water, they develop
a gelatinous coating
that helps soothe the
digestive system and
provides a refreshing
cooling effect from
within.

Hydration boost:
Because they can absorb
a significant amount of
water, consuming them
helps your body retain
moisture longer, which
is vital for preventing
dehydration during
heatwaves.

Digestive relief:
Summer often
& brings sluggish
digestion. Sabja
seeds are rich in
fiber, which helps
cleanse the stomach
and provides
e relief from
common
seasonal
issues like
acidity and
bloating.

Skin

health: The high
antioxidant and
flavonoid content

in these seeds helps
combat oxidative stress.
Regular consumption
can lead to a natural
“summer glow” by
keeping the blood
purified and the skin
hydrated.

Weight
management: These
seeds expand when
soaked, helping you feel
full for longer periods.
This is a great way to
curb mid-day cravings
for sugary, cold snacks.

How to use them

Simply soak 1-2
teaspoons of sabja
seeds in a cup of
lukewarm water for
about 15 minutes. Once
they have swelled and
formed a translucent
outer layer, you can add
them to:

® Fresh lime juice or
coconut water.

o Traditional
buttermilk or lassi.

@ Fruit bowls and
chilled puddings.
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2021 Gensus begins: Prez, PM
fake pan I self emlmerauon exereise

New Delhi: President Droupadi
Murmu and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday took part in
the first self-enumeration exercise
in India's census history, which
began in the national capital and
seven other states and UTs giving

an option to citizens to submit
their information through a special
web portal. The first citizen of the
country self-enumerated on the SE
portal (se.census.gov.in) where she
filled all her details in Rashtrapati
Bhavan. Prime Minister Modi also

i o

filled his self-enumeration details in
the presence of the officials.

"Completed my self enumeration.
Today marks the beginning of
the first phase of Census 2027,
relating to house listing and housing
operations.”

Navy Chief Presents

Gallantry Awards

MUMBALI: Admiral Dinesh K
Tripathi presented gallantry and
distinguished service awards to
Indian Naval personnel at the naval
investiture ceremony in Mumbai on
Wednesday.

The Navy chief conferred 55
awards to honour and recognise
bravery, leadership, professional
achievement and distinguished
service of Naval personnel and
units.

The ceremony included the
conferring of two Yudh Seva
Medals, 12 Nao Sena Medal for
gallantry, eight Nao Sena Medal for
‘devotion to duty’ and 18 Vishisht

Seva Medal. He also presented the
Sarvottam Jeevan Raksha Padak to
the spouse of late Deepak Kumar,

the Capt Ravi Dhir Memorlal Gold
Medal for promoting flight safety,
and the Lt VK Jain Memorial Medal
for outstanding applied research.

Thinning Hair: Do

Treatments Really Work?

From a Clinical Perspective, Hair
thinning and hair loss have become
common yet concerning issues
today. In my clinical experience,
most patients come with the same
question—can hair be made thicker
again, and do medications truly
work?

in certain cases, but these should
only be taken under proper medical
supervision.

It is also important to note
that if hair loss occurs suddenly,
or if there is itching, burning, or
pain on the scalp, it should not
be ignored. Such symptoms may

First, it is
important to
understand that
“pattern baldness” is
a genetic condition
in which hair follicles
gradually shrink over
time. As a result, hair
becomes thinner and
may eventually stop
growing. This is a
progressive process,
and therefore its
treatment requires
patience and
consistency.

From a treatment
standpoint, several
evidence-based
options are available.

Our Cognitive Power

Dr. Arvindsingh Rana

MBBS, DNB (General Surgery)
General & Laparoscopic Surgeon |

Coloproctologist FACRSI,
FMAS, FIAGES
In a recent statement he

said, Only those who understand

the grace of bowing can truly wear
the crown.

indicate an underlying
medical condition
that requires further
evaluation.

A s for
supplements, they
are beneficial only
in individuals who
have an actual
nutritional deficiency.
In general cases,
their indiscriminate
use does not yield
significant results.

Expecting
immediate results
from hair treatments
is not realistic.
Timely intervention,
appropriate therapy,

Minoxidil, commonly
used as a 5% topical foam, can be
quite effective in the early stages.
In addition, oral medications such
as finasteride, dutasteride, or
spironolactone may be prescribed

regular follow-up, and
a balanced lifestyle all play crucial
roles in maintaining hair health.
Patients are strongly advised to
seek professional medical guidance
rather than self-medicating.

Maharashtra CM Leads Development of
Landmark 100,000-Capacity Cricket Stadium

Elevating the State’s Global Sporting Ambitions

Mumbai - In a significant
step towards reinforcing
Maharashtra’s position as a global
sporting destination, a strategic

initiative was undertaken under

the leadership of Hon’ble
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis to advance the
development of a world-

class cricket stadium in i

the Mumbai Metropolitan
Region (MMR).

As part of this initiative,
Shri. Ajinkya Naik,
President of the Mumbai
Cricket Association (MCA),
and Shri Vijay Singhal,
Managing Director of CIDCO,
engaged in detailed discussions
to chart the roadmap for this
landmark infrastructure project.
The proposed stadium, with
a planned seating capacity of
100,000 spectators, is envisioned

to be among the largest cricket
venues globally. Designed as a
state-of-the-art facility, the project
aims to set new benchmarks
in sporting infrastructure, fan

experience, and integrated urban
development. Commenting on
the development, Shri. Ajinkya
Naik, President of MCA stated,
“This initiative marks a defining
moment for Maharashtra’s
sporting ecosystem. A 1 lakh

capacity stadium in the Mumbai
Metropolitan Region will not only
elevate Mumbai cricket but also
firmly position Maharashtra on
the global sporting map. This
world-class infrastructure
will create unparalleled
opportunities for player
development, provide critical
exposure to emerging talent,
and strengthen the cricketing
ecosystem across all levels.”

This initiative by the
Hon’ble Chief Minister of
Mabharashtra underscores
the state’s forward-looking
approach to sports-led
development and infrastructure
innovation. The stadium is
expected to serve as a catalyst for
sports tourism, attract marquee
international events, and enhance
the region’s global sporting
footprint.
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